2010-11

AP English Literature and Composition Outside Reading

“I Must Read List”

Assignment:

•Read four books from the Outside Reading list . You may obtain the books

at any library or bookstore. Some of the books are on the ASTEC Kindles.

•FOR YOUR BOOKS (your choice), complete a LITERATURE REVIEW SHEET FOR EACH BOOK (attached). Keep notes as you read by using the Literature Review Sheet. Track characters, setting, plot, and other literary elements that seem significant. You

may use additional paper if you find that you do not have enough space on the

form. During the 1st and 2nd Semester, you will be asked to write an in-class essay drawing from these notes. Essays and worksheets will be kept on file.

•FOR ALL FOUR BOOKS, complete a THOUGHT SHEET, a creative one-page

response. See the attached instructions.

1.  ____________________________

2.  ___________________________________

3.  ___________________________________

4.  ____________________________________

Student (name printed, please)____________________________________________

I acknowledge that I have received a copy of the “I Must Read List” assignment for AP Composition and Literature and that I will read the selections listed above.

Student Signature: _____________________________________________________

Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________

How to Create a Thought Sheet

What is a thought sheet?

A thought sheet is a single-page (8 ½ X 11) response to your reading. It is a way

to respond creatively, imaginatively, and honestly to literature. Most importantly,

it is a way to be brief and succinct in a world drowning in paper.

What is the purpose of a thought sheet?

The purpose of the thought sheet is to invest in what you are reading. The way

we read is often influenced by the assignment we are asked to complete over the

reading. By freeing you to create your own meaning, the thought sheet should

free you to enjoy your reading.

What to do? (Include ALL of the items from the list on your thought sheet.)

•Use computer paper, construction paper, a page from an art sketchpad, etc. Do

not use lined (notebook) paper.

•Select at least one telling quotation from the book, using it as a springboard to

explore one of your own ideas. Write the quote(s) on the sheet. Write your own

idea(s) related to the quote(s).

•Use a visual image (drawn, cut from a magazine, printed from online, etc.) to

create a visual focus.

•Create a collage of key images and words. Cluster words and images around a

dominant impression, feeling, or thought regarding what you have read.

•Make a personal statement about the novel. Maybe ask a question or two.

•Use colored pens to differentiate your ideas from the author’s ideas. Use

patterns and design to organize your ideas visually and stimulate the viewer’s

interest.

What NOT to do?

•Do not merely summarize the book.

•Do not simply draw or illustrate a scene from the book.

•Do not use lined paper.

•Do not think a half-page will do. Make your thought sheet rich with words and

images. Try to design a response that uses the entire space of your paper.

•Do not use paper larger than 8 ½ by 11.

Assessment

Assessment will be based on completeness, thoughtfulness, and creativity.

Design your thought sheet in such a way that your audience will understand

something about the book based on your creation…without an oral explanation.

Make the thought sheet a metaphor for your interpretation or understanding of

the novel.

Literature Review Sheet (Type your answers)

Name:

Book title:

Author:

Protagonist:

Antagonist:

Other characters:

Setting:

Other important places:

Symbols:

Copy one significant quotation:

Page number on which the quote appears:

Checklist Notes:

Main character

1. Conflict with self? ____Yes ____No

2. Conflict with others? ____Yes ____No

3. Conflict with society? ____Yes ____No

4. Conflict with nature? ____Yes ____No

5. Idealistic? ____Yes ____No

6. Makes a mistake? ____Yes ____No

7. Under an illusion? ____Yes ____No

8. Changes? ____Yes ____No

Other characters and ideas

9. Setting influence anyone? ____Yes ____No

10. Friendships important? ____Yes ____No

11. Family relations important? ____Yes ____No

12. Is there a villain? ____Yes ____No

13. Is a human value asserted? ____Yes ____No

Comparative Literature

What parallels or contrasts with other works you have read do items 1-13

suggest?    Describe the connections. (Typed)

     Parallel works of literature: (Typed)

     Contrasting works of literature-(Typed)

